MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, June 3, 2026 – 6:00 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited at the start of the meeting.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 3, 2026 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.  In attendance were Council members Stuart Simonson, Karla Walker, Pam Kollasch and via conference call, Tim Schneider.  Members absent:  Rod Johnson.  Municipal employee Dru Zimmerman was also present. 

At 6:00 p.m. Mayor Elbert opened the PUBLIC HEARING on the Proposal to Adopt the Whittemore City Code of Ordinances, 2026, per Notice of Intent to do the Same as Published in the May 28, 2026 edition of the West Bend Journal.  
Mayor Elbert extended a grateful “Thank You” to the volunteer members of the Whittemore Fire Department who came to the aid of the municipal workers (and the community) by hauling approximately 200,000 gallons of water per WFD tanker trucks to help fill the Swimming Pool.  Their assistance moved the process along that was previously calculated to take 13+ days using the method of only filling in the late evening and early morning hours.  Many thanks to WFD, municipal works and the 2026 Pool employees for making it happen.  Barring any unforeseen circumstances, the Whittemore Swimming Pool is scheduled to open for the season on Saturday, June 6, at 1:00 p.m.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting, nor during for the PUBLIC HEARING.  Mayor Elbert closed the hearing at 6:05 p.m.
Resolution No. 2026-12; a Resolution to Adopt the Updated “IAMU Mutual Aid Program Agreement” Effective Upon Signing & Date of Document was then introduced.  The IAMU Mutual Aid Program Agreement renews the City of Whittemore’s participation in the IAMU “Mutual Aid Program”, should the community ever need assistance in the event of a disaster.  It also allows our qualified workers to provide emergency assistance to any other IAMU participating utilities in their hour of need.  Motion was made by Kollasch and seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution No. 2026-12.  Roll was called and vote was as follows:  Simonson AYE; Schneider AYE; Walker AYE; and Kollasch AYE.  NAYS: none. ABSENT:  Johnson.  Whereby Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2026-12 duly adopted.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the May 6, 2026 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the May 21, 2026 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for May, 2026 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $32260.63; Electric $50242.98; Gas $25602.14; Water $11481.58; Sewer Rental $9436.54; Solid Waste $5226.44; Payroll $32863.42; Equipment $15145.68; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $187.46; Road Use Tax $5652.04; Customer Deposit $250.00; Debt Service $331.90; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1058.59; Library Regular $147.77; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $0.99; and Swimming Pool Savings Account $1.67.   Total Receipts for May, 2026: $189,947.15.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $70144.96; Electric $156697.36; Gas $16246.16; PEFA Natural Gas $578.85; Water $62214.07; Sewer Rental $10640.42; Solid Waste $10977.50; Payroll $31829.40; Equipment $15145.68; Special Account $161.64; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $3112.50; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Regular $12682.86; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings Account $none.  Total Disbursements for May, 2026: $390,431.40.  Checking Account Balance as of May 31, 2026: $36,434.84. Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to accept the May, 2026 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2026-13: a Resolution Approving the May, 2026 Regular Monthly Transfers totaling $238,354.26.  Roll was called; vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Upon motions by Walker and Kollasch, and unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2026-14 was adopted, a Resolution Approving Budget Transfers for FY2025-2026.  The current year’s budget includes intergovernmental transferring of funds totaling $100,000.00 (to the General Fund).

The following bills were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corporation, reservation charges, monthly service fee, and natural gas purchased $6341.05; PEFA Inc., natural gas purchased $578.85; Total (all) employee wages $19462.92; Advantage Administrators, May cafeteria plan withholdings $275.00; Farm & Home Services, FY2027 Business Insurance Plan $87879.00; UMB Bank., Electric Revenue Bond payment $103,590.00; Iowa Finance Authority, Water Plant General Obligation Bond payment $3112.50; Iowa Finance Authority, Water Plant Revenue Bond payment $33,125.00; UMB Bank, Bond processing fee $600.00; Farmers State Bank, ACH processing fee $5.00; Hunter Buhs, garbage route contract labor $32.50; Shamrock Recycling Inc., recyclables processing fee $123.74; 154I, adding permanent document to website $30.00; A-1 Portables, port-a-pots for Memorial Day Weekend events $710.00; Algona Publishing Co., Salute to EMS Week ad $45.00; Bomgaars, May statement $622.51; Center Point Large Print, books $98.28; Community Lumber Supply, May statement including lime for Little League games field marking $91.71; Dakota Supply Group, gutter brooms for Street Sweeper and water distribution materials $1614.59; Dean Dahlhauser, materials and labor for Community Center south downstairs basement restroom renovation project $1916.43; DGR Engineering, annual electric rate study $1008.00; Farm & Home Services, Cyber Insurance FY27 coverage $1795.08; Foundation Analytical Laboratory, water and wastewater testing $413.75; Great American Financial Inc., leasing of copier at City Hall $68.25; Ingram Library Services, books $170.74; Jordan Allen-Walker, reimbursement for mileage and books purchased (Library) $46.84; Joy Metzger, reimbursement for mileage and planter box flowers $111.98 (total); L&G Inc., storm damage (tree pile) and storm & sanitary sewer repairs $6064.34 (total); Micro Marketing, books $104.84; Mid-American Research Chemicals, street striping paint $588.00; and Nalltronics TV & Satellite, camera replacement at Library $810.50; 
Also, NW Comm, (all) May communications $342.85; Presto-X, monthly pest control $269.22; Terry’s Welding, high diving board platform repair $680.00; Tyler Sullivan, presenter fee for “Iowa Scenic Views by Foot” June 8 program $200.00; Vestis, May rugs, mops & uniforms $266.20; Visual Edge LLC, copier clicks at Library $11.88; Wells Fargo Financial Leasing, copier leasing at Library $272.37; West Bend Journal, May publications $336.42; Algona Municipal Utilities, May 17, 2026 Mutual Aid storm assistance (electric distribution) $2976.12; Bergman Plumbing, annual water meter backflow testing/cleaning $976.00; Card Services, March-April-May credit card statement (includes lifeguard suits, books at Library, Electric transformer stickers, Red Cross swimming lesson registration fee and new municipal employee safety work t-shirts) grand total $2647.61; City of Spencer, May landfill fees $946.56; Hawkins, Inc., chemicals at Water Plant $369.15; Murphy Farm Service, replace Water Plant generator control board after May 17 storm $2257.70; NEW Cooperative, May fuel statement $1654.39; Shamrock Recycling Inc., May recyclables processing fee $123.74; Stuart C. Irby Co., Electric distribution materials $367.20; Whittemore Truck & Trailer Co., Hy-Ranger and Street Sweeper repairs $675.69; Jennifer Thilges, May cleaning at Community Center $120.00; City of Whittemore, May petty cash expenses (postage stamps) $234.00; City of Whittemore, May City utilities (all) $2915.45; City of Whittemore, Annual Transfer per FY26 Budget (Resolution No. 2026-14) $100,000.00; and Whittemore Public Library, Annual Transfer per FY26 Budget Estimate for “City” donation $59,950.00. 
Motion was made by Kollasch and seconded by Simonson to approve and pay the above-listed claims for payment, along with any other regular bills received before the 10th of the month.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following Building Permit Applications were submitted for Council consideration:

Treyton Johnson: 502 Sixth Street. Build a 30’x30’ or a 24’x30’ garage west of house with doors to the alley.


Stuart Simonson: 517 Seventh Street.  Replace existing front entrance sidewalk and public sidewalk from south property boundary north, stopping at driveway of property. 


Amy Warrington:  502 Fifth Street. Adding a 25’x15’ (unattached) garage to property on west side of house. 


Edgar Meyer:  202 – 210 Street.  Replace due to storm damage on May 17, the roll-up door on west side of shop building.


Ron & Kimberly Kollasch:  400 Broad Street.  Due to May 17 storm damage, replace rubber roof on building. 


Clifton Gross:  108 Fourth Street.  Repair house roof for damage sustained during May 17 storm.  Replacing all shingles and gutters.


Stuart Simonson:  215 Broad Street.  Tear off and replace with new the shingles on entire house; work related to storm damage on May 17.


Stuart Simonson:  105 Prairie Street.  Replace entire roof and a portion of the gutters and fascia on house; replace one broken window.  All work a result of May 17 storm damage.


Brent & Carol Opheim:  519 Fifth Street.  Apply siding to garage (only) on property at 519 Fifth Street.


Jake Galligan:  714 Broad Street.  Add a 40’x70’ steel building to north end of existing structure (to the north and east) to be used as the “shop” area next to saw mill and kiln areas.

Assistant Superintendent & Municipal Employee Dru Zimmerman reported each of the projects, as described in the individual applications, are within expectations and parameters of the City’s Building Code.  Discussion followed regarding cutting-out of a city curb for handicap accessibility.  The City will continue such cuttings for handicap accessibility only, free of charge, to the property owner.  Milling out of the curbs (to a drop-curb profile) to enable the property owner to install a driveway are to be the responsibility of the individual(s) planning to do the work.  All driveway approaches must be finished to city standards.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed Building Permit Applications (as described by the property owners) and curb policies.   Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following application for employment was reviewed, that being from Claire Opal Frederick of Emmetsburg to be a returning lifeguard at the Whittemore Swimming Pool.  Council approved the application and asked the Clerk to pass it on to Pool managers to have Claire included in the 2026 scheduling process.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects ordered.

Council then made an annual review of Whittemore Municipal Utilities “Electric” rates, charges and fees.  Blair Metzger of DGR Engineering in Rock Rapids has completed his rate study and recommends an across the board 4% increase in rates is need at this time in order to put the anticipated debt service coverage ratio where it needs to be.  Clerk Farrell reported the City’s electric rates were last increased (by 11%) in June of 2024.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to follow recommendations by Mr. Metzger of DGR Engineering to increase by 4%, all electric rates currently charged by Whittemore Municipal Utilities.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 213 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VII, CHAPTER 7-1-2 “ELECTRIC UTILITY” RATES was introduced to increase the current rates charged for electric consumption by 4%.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Kollasch to accept initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 213.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Kollasch to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 213.  Roll was called and vote was as follows:  Simonson, AYE; Schneider, AYE; Walker, AYE; and Kollasch, AYE.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.

In conclusion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to pass final adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 213.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 213 duly adopted upon publication.

The Clerk was instructed to publish in a timely manner, ORDINANCE NO. 213 in an upcoming edition of the West Bend Journal so upon publication, the new electric utility rates will be calculated for the June, 2026 utility bills due on or before July 20, 2026 along all electric utility bills moving forward from that date.
Dru Zimmerman reported municipal workers and staff continue to work with the Iowa DNR and Rustin Lingbeek, project engineer, regarding and new mandates for Whittemore Municipal Utilities Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sanitary Sewer System.

Consideration was given to changing the start time of all regular Council meetings to 6:00 p.m. Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to approve such action and set official start time of meetings to 6:00 p.m.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
ORDINANCE NO. 214 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE II “POLICY & ADMINISTRATION”, CHAPTER 8 “CITY COUNCIL”, SECTION 2-8-3 (1) “MEETINGS” – to Change the Regular Monthly Meeting Start Time from 6:30 to 6:00 P.M. was introduced.  The updated ORDINANCE states the Council’s intent to begin all regular meetings at 6:00 p.m.  Motion was made by Kollasch and seconded by Schneider for initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 214.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 214,  Roll was called and vote was as follows: Simonson, AYE; Schneider, AYE; Walker, AYE; and Kollasch, AYE.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.

Lastly, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Kollasch to pass final adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 214. Roll was called and vote was as follows:  Simonson, AYE; Schneider, AYE; Walker, AYE; and Kollasch, AYE.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 214 duly adopted upon publication.

Following the closing of the PUBLIC HEARING held at the start of this meeting, the final ORDINANCE to be considered on June 3, 2026, was next on the agenda, that being ORDINANCE NO. 215 – AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE WHITTEMORE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES 2026.  According to State of Iowa law, it is a Council’s responsibility to UPDATE the City’s official Code of Ordinances at least once every five (5) years.  North Iowa Area Council of Government (NIACOG) offers their members (who choose to do so) an update at a reduced cost when doing so once every three (3) years.  Last update by NIACOG or Whittemore was in 2023. 

Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Kollasch for initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 215.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 215.  Roll was called and vote was as follows:  Simonson, AYE; Schneider, AYE; Walker, AYE; and Kollasch, AYE.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion was made by Kollasch and seconded by Walker to pass final adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 215.  Roll was called and vote was as follows: Simonson, AYE; Schneider, AYE; Walker, AYE and Kollasch, AYE.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 215 duly adopted upon publication.

When discussing the Swimming Pool, the Mayor and Council again expressed their sincere thanks to volunteers from the Whittemore Fire Department for trucking over 200,000 gallons of treated water helping fill the swimming pool on Saturday and Sunday, May 29 & 30 in order to enable the facility to open in a timely manner on Saturday, June 6. Zimmerman reported Supt. Zinnel and he worked to pull the high dive platform back into place after it was hit and twisted by debris flying through the air during the EF-0 tornado the evening of Sunday, May 17.  Terry Wagner Welding was here and worked on it on Tuesday, June 2, and their actions will now allow the high board to be open to swimmers at the start of the season.  
Resolution No. 2026-15 was then introduced; a Resolution Approving Bids from River City Fence Company of Mason City to Repair May 17, 2026 Storm Damaged Fencing at the Whittemore Swimming Pool in the total amount of $3,472.91.  The company will straighten seven posts what were damaged in the storm, re-tying 80’ of top rail and line posts on one side and 40’ of top rail, replacing one damaged rail end and will put loop caps back on posts that have popped off.  More work is included for the total cost of $3,472.91.  Motion was made by Kollasch and seconded by Schneider to approve Resolution No. 2026-15.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2026-15 duly adopted.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Kollasch to approve the Stuart Irby bid in the amount of $20,348.94 for materials necessary to complete the electric distribution system as required by Iowa Utilities Commission; bid does not include labor/mileage,.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  
After a lengthy discussion concerning the dying and unsightly evergreen trees that have caused problems for both the County and City as far as snow removal is concerned in the winter at the intersection of Fifth Street and 210 Street, Council directed the Clerk to send a letter of notice to residents living at 101 Fifth Street here in Whittemore that they have until Thursday, October 1, 2026 to cut down and remove all trees (and grind stumps) on the north side of their property or the City will do so and charge them accordingly.  

As of this meeting, Bob Wagner of Humboldt Blacktop Service is still unable to provide bid information for 2026 street repairs and patches, including a projected cost of repairing Fourth and Fifth Streets north of the railroad tracks.  No action was taken during this meeting and the item was tabled until the next regular meeting.

Upon motions by Walker and Simonson, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the annual renewal application for License LE0003547 by T&S Enterprise Corp. DBA “Three Doors Down Liquor” Class E Retail Alcohol (LE) was approved as presented. Current license is set to expire on July 30, 2026.

The date and time for the next regular meeting was set for Wednesday, July 1, 2026 beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.

The June, 2026 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed and it was noted the Whittemore Outdoor Club will again host their free “Kid’s Fishing Derby” on Sunday, June 28, from 12:00 to 3:00 pm at Siems Park southeast of Whittemore.

There were no City Committee reports.

Mayor Elbert suggested the municipal workers look into cost of replacing the sidewalk in front of the City Hall facilities.

The “Nourish on Wheels” (“NoW”) program the City of Whittemore discussed with Julie Murphy and other entities over a year ago regarding organic foods and providing a refrigerated trailer in the community once a month or whenever possible is moving closer to becoming a reality!  “NoW” will work directly with local growers/producers, eliminating the “middle man” (grocer) and patrons can purchase the organic goods from the program.  Maureen Elbert of Whittemore has been working with “NoW” and also the Kossuth County Public Health Office as she assists with the local Little Food Pantry box at the Library.
Councilman Simonson reported the fundraising benefit being planned for Ryker Stone, three-year-old son of Travis & Megan Stone of Whittemore, originally being held at the American Legion Hall has been moved to the Whittemore Community Center to help accommodate the size of the event.  He also stated the Legion plans on transferring their liquor license to the Community Center for the occasion to be held on Saturday, July 18.  Initial approval of the license transfer was given during this portion of this meeting in order to enable the Legion to start the electronic transfer process.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed and it was announced that Deputy City Clerk Jordan Allen-Walker plans to attend the Municipal Professionals Academy (formerly known as ISU Clerk’s School), sponsored by Iowa State University, Iowa League of Cities, and Iowa Municipal Finance Officers Association, from June 15-18 in Ames.   This is a 3-year program, held annually each June.

Due to the absence of Councilman Johnson, city officials  did not enter into CLOSED SESSION to set employee wages for FY2027.  Such action will be considered during the next regular meeting on July 1, 2026.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the Wednesday, June 3, 2026 regular meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

WBJ 06/18/2026

