MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA
Monday, October 6, 2025 – 6:30 p.m.
All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance at the start of the meeting.  

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, October 6, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Council members present were Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, and Walker.  Members absent:  none.  One vacancy exists on the Council at this time due to the resignation of Rebecca “Becky” Lancaster.  Others in attendance included Library Director Sandy Long, Jim Schmitt of Schmitt Hardware and Supt. James Zinnel.
Mayor Elbert thanked the Council and municipal employees for their thoughts, prayers and acts of kindness expressed to him, his wife Maureen, and his family members on the passing of their daughter and sister, Kelly, on September 2. Everything is greatly appreciated.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Jim Schmitt of Schmitt Hardware, along with Library Director Sandy Long, were in attendance to talk about the defunct air conditioning units that have served the Whittemore Public Library since 1982, but were used for the final time on September 18, 2025.  They are no longer functioning or serviceable for the needs of the facility and replacement unit(s) will be required for the summer conditions of 2026 and moving forward.  
Mr. Schmitt presented two options for consideration, 2-stage or single-stage units.  As the building has operated with two a/c units in the past, Council agreed it would be best to continue with the same practice.  Schmitt noted most homes are single-stage; two-stage units are far superior for larger needs.  Director Long reminded everyone that the current site of the outside units needs to be moved to a different location as the present setting is in front of the basement egress windows.  
Upon further discussion and consideration, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve purchase and installation of the 2-stage air conditioning system and furnace updating that is required for both to function properly in the Whittemore Public Library, and to accept the Bid proposed by Jim Schmitt of Schmitt Hardware, Whittemore, in the total amount of $18,085.00 for all expenses.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried. 
Per motions by Simonson and Walker, and by unanimous AYE vote of the Council, the Library Director and City Clerk were then instructed to put together a Kossuth County Community Foundation Grant Application for the total cost of new air conditioning and furnace updating at the Whittemore Public Library to be submitted on/before the filing deadline of Wednesday, October 15, 2025 for consideration of funding in the 2026 grant award cycle. 

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the September 3, 2025 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the September 11, 2025 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for September, 2025, were reviewed.  Income and expenses were listed as follows:  Income:  General Fund $23,726.60; Electric $91184.65; Gas $11307.52; Water $12584.72; Sewer Rental $10719.63; Solid Waste $5638.89; Payroll $23941.08; Equipment $3734.90; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings $213.00; Road Use Tax $6530.29; Customer Deposit $700.00; Debt Service $187.42; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1.71; Library Regular $92.22; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $0.91; and Swimming Pool Savings $51.43.  TOTAL RECEIPTS, SEPTEMBER 2025:  $190,672.29.  Expenses:  General Fund $16994.52; Electric $57701.15; Gas $11258.32; PEFA Gas $3550.48; Water $13545.35; Sewer Rental $4875.07; Solid Waste $2842.32; Payroll $26201.86; Equipment $3734.90; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Regular $6338.84; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings $none. TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS, SEPTEMBER 2025:  $147,100.13. 
Introduction was then made of Resolution No. 2025-22;  a Resolution Approving September, 2025 Regular Monthly Transfers in the total amount of $78,123.12.   Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to accept the September, 2025 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Report and Resolution No. 2025-22 as it applies to regular transfers for the month of September, 2025.  Roll was called and vote was as follows,  AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2025-22 duly adopted.

The following claims were made or submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, service fee, and natural gas purchased (total all) $6737.47;  PEFA, Inc., natural gas purchased $3550.48; Total (all) Employee Wages $13539.62; Hunter Buhs, (September) garbage route contract labor $65.00; Schmitt Hardware (August statement) $790.90; Treasurer, State of Iowa, LOST, USE, WET and Sales taxes (total all) $1972.44; West Bend Red Power, Case loader repair part $31.72; Jennifer Thilges, contract labor/supplies/cleaning at Community Center $92.97; Advantage Administrators, September cafeteria plan withholding $220.00; 154i, LLC for annual website hosting fee and annual registration fee $410.00; Baker & Taylor Books, books at Library $178.30; Big Soo Terminal, bulk solar salt at Water Plant $5774.48; Bomgaars, September statement $50.96; Bugs ‘N Stuff, Library pest control $280.00; Center Point Large Print, books $98.28; CIT Sewer Solutions, Kossuth Street tree root cutting in sewer $4264.20; City of Spencer, September landfill fees $1228.18; City of Whittemore, utilities $2536.54; City of Whittemore, September petty cash expenses $242.50; Continental Research Corp., bug off spray $229.69; Dakota Supply Group, Water Dept. inventory $6995.46; Dean Dahlhauser, (1) Emerald Ash Borer treatment reimbursement $132.00; Foundation Analytical Lab, water & sewer samples testing $814.50; Great American Financial, City Hall copier leasing $64.20; Hawkins Inc., chemicals at Water Plant $730.04; Iowa DNR, Annual Water User Fee for CY2026 $115.00; L&G Inc., September statement (3 water main breaks/leaks) $6194.00; Micro Marketing, books at Library $68.79; Mid-American Research Chemicals, weed killer chemical $3668.50; Nancy Johnson, (3) EAB treatment reimbursement $360.00; NEW Cooperative, September fuel statement $832.08; NW Comm, all services $415.62; Perry Radig, (1) EAB treatment reimbursement $115.00; and Quality Pump & Control, (lightning strike) control repairs at Water Plant $6998.35.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, September power purchased $41626.18; Sandy Long, reimbursement for books purchased for Library $134.86; Shamrock Recycling, September recyclables processing $120.14; Spencer Office, supplies at City Hall $150.08; Storey Kenworthy/Matt Parrott Co., blank utility bills $1355.24; The Library Store, Inc., supplies $111.57; Van-Hof Trucking Inc., water plant bulk salt freight charge $632.83; Vestis, September rugs, mops & uniforms $500.48; Visual Edge, IT, copier clicks at City Hall $43.21; Waste Zero Inc., 13-gal “Yellow” City of Whittemore garbage bags (86 cases of 25 rolls each) $3827.00; Wells Fargo Financial, Library copier leasing $111.58; Westrum Leak Detection, Inc., Third & Kossuth Street water leak detection $700.00; Stuart C Irby Co., Electric Dept. inventory $6265.45; Dru Zimmerman, cell phone reimbursement $90.00; James Zinnel, cell phone reimbursement $90.00; and West Bend Journal, September publications $553.32.
Supt. Zinnel reported the City is still waiting for repair parts in order to get everything fixed at the Water Plant after the July lightning strike.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed bills for payment, along with any other regular claims received by October 10, 2025.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were considered:


Todd Isebrand:  314 Kossuth Street.  Placing low-watt solar panels on property.  (His intent is to power some of his small radios/flashlights/camping equipment.  He has no plans to solar-power his home.)


Rod Johnson:    510 Second Street.  Enclose existing tiki-hut, which is already on its own foundation/not attached to home, making a two-season “BOHO Hut” area.


EnRich, LLC (Lee Kruse, Owner):  501-515 Broad Street.  Install a 14’x20’ overhead door on west side of warehouse.  In main plant on east side of building, make a drive-way up to (existing) overhead door, cutting out curb to do so.


Gene & Bev Walker:  501 Third Street.  Replace rubber roof (with same material) on west and east sides of apartment building; close west (upstairs) exterior doorway.

Supt. Zinnel was asked to clarify questions/concerns related to the permits by Todd Isebrand and EnRich, LLC before these two permits are approved.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve all others as presented; vote was all AYES, motion carried.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects ordered.

Supt. Zinnel stated he had nothing new to report regarding IDNR mandates for Whittemore Municipal Utilities Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sanitary Sewer system.  Clerk Farrell reported we are still waiting to hear back from Spencer, Iowa municipal attorney Don Hemphill regarding the chance or possibility of seeking retribution/restitution from Balchem/AIP for the damages done to the city’s sanitary system and lagoons which were caused by the long-term discharge of unacceptable, hazardous chemicals from their former processing plant at 509-515 Broad Street here in Whittemore.

ORDINANCE NO. 212 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA, BY AMENDING 3-1-5 “STREETS” TO ADD FOR PROHIBITING DUMPING SNOW OR GRASS CLIPPINGS was the next agenda item.  As composed by Chris Diggins of NIACOG in Mason City for the Whittemore City Code of Ordinances, this amendment will make it illegal to blow grass clippings or dump snow into the public streets of Whittemore.  It also imposes fines for such actions.  Too many problems with the storm sewers have been generated by grass clippings being blown into the street. 

Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simonson for Council to accept the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 212.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  A motion was made by Schneider and a second by Johnson to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 212.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker for Council to pass final adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 212.  Mayor Elbert called the roll and vote followed as such, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert announced ORDINANCE NO. 212 to be fully adopted and will become effective upon publication in the October 16, 2025 edition of the West Bend Journal.

A review of the City’s FY2025 “Street Finance Report” was made and Resolution No. 2025-23; a Resolution Approving the FY2025 Iowa DOT “Street Finance Report” for the City of Whittemore was considered.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve; vote was all AYES, motion carried. 

The proposed Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield renewal for (full-time) employees health & dental insurance coverage effective December 1, 2025 was reviewed.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to approve renewal of the current plan, including a 4.95% increase in premium cost.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  None.  Motion carried.

Becky Lancaster announced during the September 3, 2025 regular meeting that she would be resigning her seat on the Council effective at the end of the day on September 30, 2025.  Her resignation created a vacancy on the five-person Council effective October 1, 2025.  A “Public Notice” to that effect was published in the September 11, 2025 edition of the West Bend Journal, and it also stated that it is the Council’s intent to appoint to fill the vacancy. Per Iowa Code the remaining members have sixty (60) days to make said appointment. Numerous names were considered, and the field of potential candidates was narrowed to five (5) people.  The Clerk was instructed to contact each individual to ask if they would consider serving their community in such a capacity.  Final discussion and appointment to be made during the next regular Council meeting in November, 2025.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting was scheduled for Monday, November 3, 2025, starting at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street, Whittemore.

After requests were made on social media to change Whittemore’s long-time tradition of hosting “Trick ‘r Treat/Trunk ‘r Treat” on October 31st, because there is a possibility of local teams being involved with football playoff games, Council feels the early hours of greeting ghosts & goblins should be sufficient for anyone wishing to attend a sports event to be able to do both within the time parameter as set in previous years.  Also, as of this meeting date, the communities of Algona and West Bend were staying with their community’s observation of Halloween on October 31.  Therefore, per Council decision, Whittemore Halloween Trick ‘r Treat and Truck ‘r Treat will take place on Friday, October 31, 2025 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at homes with their porch lights “on” and also in the 400 block of Broad Street in our downtown area.
The October, 2025 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed, including the 12th Annual “Children’s Halloween Costume Party” sponsored by the Whittemore Warrior’s 4-H Club to be held on Saturday, October 25th from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. at the Community Center.  Fifth Graders & Younger are invited to attend and cost of admission is one (1) or more non-perishable items to be donated to the Kossuth County Food Pantry.
There were no “City Committee” reports.

Councilman Johnson would like office staff to spread the word that the Whittemore Little League 5th & 6th Grade Girls team will need 6th grade players in order to fill the roster.  Area 6th Grade girls wishing to play on a fun, energetic Whittemore team are asked to reach out to him with any questions or concerns.  Call City Hall for his contact information.

Supt. Zinnel reported workers are having trouble trying to locate a water leak in the 200 block of Kossuth Street; once found, repairs will be made.

Clerk Farrell was instructed to compose and post in appropriate places, an ad stating the need for an individual to fill the position of “Part-Time (20 hours) Deputy City Clerk” to start upon Andrea Thompson’s retirement in late January, 2026.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the October 6, 2025 regular meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

