MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, March 3, 2025– 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 3, 2025 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Johnson, Walker with Scheider and Lancaster at hand via conference/Facetime call.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the February 3, 2025 Regular Council Meeting were approved as published in the February 13, 2025 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month February, 2025 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $10150.01; Electric $57661.82; Natural Gas $48836.39; Water $11683.27; Sewer Rental $9699.54; Solid Waste $4590.83; Payroll $23008.19; Equipment $370.10; Special Account $11952.82; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $152.50; Road Use Tax $4281.76; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $37.84; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1637.13; Library Regular $31.50; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings Account $0.93; and Swimming Pool Savings $0.69.  Total Receipts for February, 2025: $184,095.32.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month: General $15198.31; Electric $39881.92; Natural Gas $20377.50; Natural Gas “PEFA” $12913.05; Water $6577.91; Sewer Rental $4339.50; Solid Waste $3501.84; Payroll $22261.15; Equipment $370.10; Special Account $1822.82; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Regular $5942.97; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings $none.  Total Disbursement for February, 2025:  $133,187.07.  After reviewing and answering questions regarding disbursements, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to accept the February, 2025 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2025-06; a Resolution Approving the February, 2025 Regular Monthly Transfers totaling $73,691.93 as presented. Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas reservations charges, February service fee, and natural gas purchased totaling $11095.40; PEFA Inc., natural gas purchased $12913.05; Total (all) Employee Wages $12859.49; Treasurer, State of Iowa, February Sales, LOST, Use and WET taxes $2075.24; Farmers State Bank, extra charges $21.05; Advantage Administrators, February cafeteria plan withholdings $220.00; Wells Fargo Financial, Library copier leasing $107.82; Center Point Large Print, books $95.88; Baker & Taylor, books $272.10; Demco, Library supplies $58.81; Joy Metzger, meeting (mileage) expense reimbursement $18.20; Counsel Office & Document, City Hall copier leasing $31.78; Visual Edge IT, City Hall copier click $62.26; NW Iowa League of Cities, 2024-25 membership dues $25.00; Bomgaars, February statement $11.99; Presto-X, monthly pest control $136.97; and Nalltronics, Community Center cameras maintenance $265.00. 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, February power purchased $29928.93; Hawkins Inc., chemicals at Water Plant $654.84; Big Soo Terminal, softener salt at Water Plant $5890.48; Van-Hof Trucking Inc., Water Plant salt freight $628.41; Foundation Analytical Laboratory, water testing $16.50; Andrea Thompson, mileage reimbursement $56.00; The Paradigm Alliance, semi-annual (spring) mailing for LDC Public Awareness Program $975.00; West Bend Red Power, loader parts $143.95; Vestis, February rugs, mops, uniforms $505.67; NEW Cooperative, February fuel statement $696.36; NW Comm, February communication services $415.80; Spencer Office Supplies, February supplies $140.07; City of Spencer, February landfill fees $702.09; Murphy Farm Service, Water & Sewer Plant generators (preventative) maintenance $1229.94; Schmitt Hardware, December/January statement $741.88; West Bend Journal, February publications $606.64; CIT Sewer Solutions, grout removal (south end between 2nd & 3rd Streets) $5297.38; Shamrock Recycling, February recyclables processing fee $116.64; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, analyze/repair Garbage truck (DEF) problems $467.50; Dakota Supply Group, water distribution $621.25; City of Whittemore, utilities $5604.04; and City of Whittemore, February petty cash expenses $219.00.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to approve the above-listed claims, along with any other regular bills that come in before March 10.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There were no applications for Builder’s Permits.

Council reviewed the following application for a “Demolition Permit”:

· Larry “Alan” & Angelica Paulsen:  214 Fourth Street.  Demolish house on lots 7-8, Block 2, First Addition. Heavily damaged by fire on November 8, 2024.  L&G, Inc. hired as company/persons doing demolition work.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve the demolition permit request as presented with the hopes that the work can be accomplished in a timely manner this spring.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There were three (3) applications for employment, all for the position of “Cleaning” at the Whittemore Community Center.  After further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to approve hiring Jennifer Thilges of Whittemore for the position, with the starting wage for the work set at $20.00 per hour.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES;  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.
Council continued discussing renewal of the City’s Business Insurance Package; motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve action allowing Mayor Elbert to sign an “Agent/Broker of Record Change” effective March 14, 2025 whereby the policy review will revert back to Matt Muller of Farm & Home Services from Alex Bleuer of PMC Advantage in order for Farm & Home Services to quote renewal costs by their agency.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Final decision regarding FY2026 renewal will be made during the next regular meeting.

Supt. Zinnel had nothing new to report regarding the IDNR mandates for Whittemore Municipal Utilities wastewater treatment plant and the sanitary sewer system.

At this time public officials then participated in the annual Natural Gas Emergency Training session conducted by Supt. Zinnel.

Resolution No. 2025-07 was introduced; a Resolution to Accept a Renewal Contract for Law Enforcement Services between Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Whittemore for Fiscal Year 2025-26.  Contract cost for the new fiscal year remains at $2,000 annually.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to adopt Resolution No. 2025-07 accepting the renewal contract for law enforcement services between Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Whittemore for FY2025-26 for an annual cost of $2,000.00.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS: none. Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2025-07 duly adopted.

Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to approve a “5-Day Special Class C Retail Alcohol License (BW)” for Outdoor Service by TOP OF IOWA LUCKY WIFE, LLC at 405 Railroad Street, Whittemore, on April 26, 2025.  Event associated with this license is the semi-annual “Market to Market Craft & Vendor Show”.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve a “5-Day Special Class C Retail Alcohol License (BW)” for Outdoor Service by TOP OF IOWA LUCKY WIFE, LLC at 400 Broad Street, Whittemore, starting on May 21, 2025.  Event associated with this license is the annual (Saturday) “Ribfest” and Memorial Day (Sunday) weekend event(s).  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

During the February 3, 2025 regular meeting, Council reviewed the FY2025-26 tax rate as presented by the Clerk:


General Fund



$104,080
 
$ 8.10000 Set (Maximum) Rate


Insurance 



$  64,000

$ 4.98055


Ag Land
 ($168,321 valuation)

$       520

$ 3.00375 Set (Maximum) Rate


Employee Benefits


$  45,000

$ 3.50195


Debt Service (GO Bonds only)

$    3,200

$ 0.24903


TOTAL Proposed Property Taxes

$216,805

$16.83153 per $1,000 Valuation

FY26 Rate:  $16.83153 per $1,000 valuation


FY25 Rate:  $17.13668 per $1,000 valuation



Difference   $-0.30515 per $1,000 valuation – “approximately the same as proposed in FY2025”

Noting the proposed FY2026 tax rate (per $1,000 valuation) is slightly less than currently being paid by property owners, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to set the date, time and location for the following upcoming meetings for the Whittemore City Council:


Monday, April 7, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. SPECIAL Meeting for “Proposed Property Tax Levy Hearing”.


Monday, April 7, 2025 at 6:45 p.m. REGULAR Meeting for April, 2025

Monday, April 21, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. SPECIAL Meeting to “Adopt FY2026 City Budget”

Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.. NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

The upcoming March, 2025 “Whittemore Calendar of Events” was reviewed.

There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.

Councilman Schneider asked the question, “Has the City ever considered purchasing the former Balchem/AIP properties at 511-515 Broad Street?”  Total asking price is currently $300,000.  There was no action taken.

Council then considered portions of the Whittemore City Code related to “Nuisances” and asked the Clerk to talk with Chris Diggins at North Iowa Area Council of Governments for his recommendations and clarification.  Possible agenda item in April, 2025.  Supt. Zinnel reported the Light Plant is in desperate need of a new furnace; bid by Schmitt Hardware is estimated to cost $4,500.00.  Council agreed to replace the current unit for the bid price.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the March 3, 2025 regular meeting adjourned at 7:23 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

