MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, January 6, 2025 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, January 6, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Members present were Stuart Simonson, Rodney Johnson and Karla Walker and (via conference call) Rebecca “Becky” Lancaster.  Members absent:  Tim Schneider.  Others in attendance were Deputy City Clerk Andrea “Andi” Thompson and Superintendent of Utilities James Zinnel.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the December 2, 2024 regular meeting were approved as published in the December 12, 2024 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month December, 2024 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $18426.60; Electric $45556.62; Natural Gas $21825.90; Water $12794.45; Sewer Rental $9734.65; Solid Waste $5979.45; Payroll $27461.24; Equipment $1912.58; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $277.23; Road Use Tax $4869.41; Customer Deposit $400.00; Debt Service $138.19; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1.53; Library Regular $1981.86; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings Account $50.87; and Swimming Pool Savings $0.64.  Total Receipts for December, 2024: $151,468.54.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month: General $13429.91; Electric $38479.64; Natural Gas (including PEFA gas purchased) $30520.96; Water $7998.96; Sewer Rental $13456.39; Solid Waste $5811.50; Payroll $30021.03; Equipment $1912.58; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $200.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Regular $7649.28; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings $none.  Total Disbursement for December 2024: $149,537.57.  After review and questions addressed regarding disbursements were answered, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to accept the December, 2024 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2025-01; a Resolution Approving the December 2024 Regular Monthly Transfers totaling $39,872.34. Vote was all AYES; motion carried and Resolution No. 2025-01 was duly adopted.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas reservations charges, December service fee, and natural gas purchased totaling $12170.34; PEFA Inc., natural gas purchased $10498.50; Total (all) employee wages $15755.25; Mayor and Council Members, 4th quarter 2024 meetings attended $613.71; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales, LOST & use taxes $833.50; Treasurer, State of Iowa, Water excise taxes $651.94; Lynsie Wallace, contract labor (Library) $36.00; Farmers State Bank, ACH fee $5.00; Iowa Finance Authority, Sewer Plant Improvements Project interest on loan $3588.72; CNH-Productivity Plus, loader repair $227.77; Advantage Administrators, cafeteria plan withholding $180.00; Algona Publishing, (Library) subscription renewal and posters $83.00; Andrea Thompson, mileage $56.00; Baker & Taylor Books, books $382.76; Big Soo Terminal, bulk salt at Water Plant $5665.44; Bolton & Menk, balance of alley survey work $2250.00; Bomgaars, Dru Zimmerman clothing allowance (work jacket & an insulated/hooded sweatshirt) $143.98; Bonnstetter Auto Body, 2007 pickup repairs $261.85; Border States Industries, box pad $2369.77; Center Point Large Print, books $95.88; City of Spencer, landfill fees $877.44; City of Whittemore, utilities $5596.42; City of Whittemore, December petty cash expenses $292.00; CJ Cooper & Associates, random drug testing $50.00; Community Lumber Supply, sewer televising $260.00; Counsel Office, City Hall copier leasing $31.78; Donald Dunn, customer deposit refund $250.00; Emagine, website updating $25.00; Foundation Analytical Lab, routine testing $349.00; Great Lakes Concrete, street repairs $313.50; Hach Co., chemicals at Water Plant $198.49; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, weld natural gas service line $1239.74; Kemco Tires, tire repair $35.00; L&G Inc., December statement $3886.25; NEW Cooperative, December statement including annual lease-to-own payment on LP tank $1518.00; and NW Comm, December services $415.57.  

Also, Presto-X, monthly pest control $113.11; Quality Pump Control, flow tube flow meter, $6266.86; RPGI, power purchased $32830.90; Schmitt Hardware Inc., statement $1187.69; Shamrock Recycling Inc., December statement $116.64; Short Elliott Hendrickson, Sewer System Improvement project engineering $6089.86; Spencer Office, City Hall supplies $112.16; The Retrofit Co., e-waste collected $857.70; Thompson Drainage, sewer cleaning $340.00; Van-Hof Trucking Inc., freight for salt at Water Plant $598.90; Vestis, December statement $500.48; Visu-Sewer, Sewer Improvement Project final retainage fee $29904.34; Visual Edge IT, copier clicks $72.18; Wells Fargo Financial, Library copier leasing $107.82; and West Bend Journal, December publications $504.30.  Supt. Zinnel answered questions regarding claims.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the bills presented, along with any other regular statements received before January 10.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There were no new applications for Builder’s Permits. The Clerk stated the proposed changes to the City’s new Building Permit application have been submitted to the City Attorney for review and Council decided to wait for the attorney’s opinion before moving forward to adopt. Accordingly, no action was taken on Resolution No. 2025-02; a Resolution “Adopting an Updated Building Permit Application Form” at this time.

Resolution No. 2024-34 was then discussed.  Resolution No. 2024-34, the original Resolution “Updating the Building Permit Application Form” was never adopted or accepted by Council in Calendar Year 2024 so it must be declined.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to declare Resolution No. 2024-34; a Resolution “Updating the Building Permit Application Form” null and void.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Supt. Zinnel gave a brief update on the Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sanitary Sewer System Improvement Project.  For the most part Phase 1A is complete.  Recent testing results indicated still slightly-elevated numbers and at this time engineer Rustin Lingbeek with SEH of Mason City will reach out to the Iowa DNR in an attempt to have the receiving stream (Lotts Creek) requalified later this spring, thereby allowing water leaving the lagoon to be compatible with what it meets in the stream.

As there is no additional information to review, discussion of Solar Electric will be tabled until a later date.  Council remains interested in the green source of energy and is open to further consideration of such a request.
Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster that the Council approve an application for a “One-Day/Temporary Transfer” of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion, State of Iowa, Class “C” liquor license to the Whittemore Community Center at 605 Fourth Street for use on Saturday, February 1, 2025 for the North Central Iowa Moving Veteran’s Forward Annual “21-Gun Salute Bingo Fundraiser event.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Upon review of application, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve renewal of a Class C Liquor license, a Sunday Sale Privilege and an Outdoor Service Area  by T & S Ventures, Inc., DBA “Pitchers” for the one-year period February 5, 2025 through February 4, 2026.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The process of issuing or renewing all license permits with the Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division is electronically completed via the ABD website.

Council then discussed conservative spending for any new large and/or unusual expenditures to be included in the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year budget for the City of Whittemore.  Unusual or out of the ordinary items/projected costs to be built into the new budget include but are not limited to exploring options for possible replacement of the City’s current Hy-ranger for use in the Electric and Trees departments; possible acquisition of a different dump truck if the right model becomes available; $5,000 to $10,000 for concrete at the Swimming Pool (when necessary); and $55,000 for street repairs/patching.  Supt. Zinnel was also asked to investigate making repairs/painting the five-bin recycling trailer where age and the weather are starting to take their toll. The Clerks and Council will continue to work with FY2025-26 budget figures throughout the upcoming months.

The date, time and place for the next Regular Council Meeting was set for Monday, February 3, 2025 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.

The January, 2025 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  Special note was taken that the Whittemore Public Library is a recent recipient of a grant from the Brownstone Book Fund.  We received 100 books that are mostly picture books and board books.  The facility was also able to replace some worn-out copies of already-existing books.  The grant and these books cost our Library nothing.  The Whittemore Public Library and the City of Whittemore extend sincere appreciation to the Brownstone Book Fund for their generous gift!!
There were no “City Committee” reports.

Supt. Zinnel reported on the sewer back-up problems that are occurring in resident’s basements using the line at the south end of Third Street.  Central Iowa Televising estimates it will cost approximately $5,300 to make repairs; these repairs will be covered by the annual contract for work between the City and CIT.  Corrective action to fix the line will be made as soon as possible.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the January 6, 2025 Regular meeting, his 45th as an elected city official, adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
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