MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, September 4, 2024 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 4, 2024 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  Members absent: Lancaster.  Others in attendance included Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

There being no additions or corrections, the minutes of the August 5, 2024 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the August 15, 2024 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for August, 2024 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $2008.35; Electric $57440.41; Gas $12359.85; Water $12237.49; Sewer Rental $142777.39; Solid Waste $5953.74; Payroll $39462.98; Equipment $1455.92; Special Account $279.82; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $202.24; Road Use Tax $5283.22; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $0.43; Library Regular $92.75; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $0.89; and Swimming Pool Savings $0.73.  Total August, 2024 Receipts:  $279,556.21.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $25104.78; Electric $42520.17; Gas $14288.20; PEFA Gas $1288.33; Water $10254.83; Sewer Rental $111412.79; Solid Waste $4898.51; Payroll $38021.16; Equipment $1455.92; Special Account $279.82; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $200.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings Account $none; Library Regular $7103.77; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings $none.  Total August, 2024 Disbursements:  $256,828.28.   

Introduction was then made of Resolution No. 2024-28;  a Resolution Approving August, 2024 Regular Monthly Transfers in the total amount of $71,310.06.   Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to accept the August, 2024 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Report and Resolution No. 2024-28 as it applies to regular transfers for the month of August, 2024.  Roll was called and vote was as follows,  AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  ABSENT: Lancaster.  NAYS:  none. Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2024-28 duly adopted.

The following claims were made or submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, service fee, and natural gas purchased (total all) $6726.53; PEFA, Inc., natural gas purchased $1288.33; Total (all) Employee Wages $24802.29; K-PACEDC, County-Wide Breakfast fees $90.00; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, garbage truck repair $78.75; Card Services, July statement (pool) $72.54; City of Spencer, July landfill fees $1413.12; Advantage Administrators, July cafeteria plan withholding $225.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, July Sales, LOST & Use taxes $998.12; Treasurer, State of Iowa, July Water Excise Tax $655.64; Bomgaars, July statement $77.96; Center Point Large Print, books $95.88; Baker & Taylor, books $381.68; Sandy Long, reimbursement $85.56; Bugs & Stuff, Library pest control $260.00; The Library Store, office supplies $298.81; Tall Girl Publishing, books $33.98; Wells Fargo, Library copier leasing $112.23; Counsel Office & Document, City Hall Copier leasing $31.78; Presto-X, City Hall/Maintenance Shed monthly pest control $113.11; Kossuth-Palo Alto Economic Development Corporation, update “LOIS” information $40.00; Continental Research Corporation, Shop materials $196.95; Visual Edge IT, City Hall copier clicks $35.12; Go Gutters, work at Fire Station and Community Center $256.80; Kossuth County Environmental Health, 2024 Class “A” Pool inspection $243.00; Kossuth County Treasurer, FY25 property taxes $204.00; and Bomgaars, August statement $7.76.

Also, DA Davidson, filing of annual “Continuing Disclosure” information (Electric) $1000.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $40316.43; City of Whittemore, UPS postage charge (recalled fire blankets shipped back to manufacturer) $34.32; Graettinger Municipal Light Plant, set poles (electric distribution) $516.41; West Bend Municipal Utilities, set poles project (electric distribution) $2996.54; Big Soo Terminal, Water Plant bulk salt $5556.40; Van-Hof Trucking Inc., freight charges on Water Plant bulk salt $598.16; Hach Chemical, chemicals at Water Plant $209.33; Hawkins Inc., chemicals at Water Plant $152.35; Vessco Inc., Water Plant repairs $968.92; North Iowa Appliance, part for Water Plant $12.82; Emagine, website maintenance $25.00; Quincy Compressor, Water Plant air compressor filter $276.59; CJ Cooper & Associates. (2) Randon drug/alcohol testing $100.00; Koons Gas Measurement, materials for natural gas distribution $1322.80; Sensit Technologies, natural gas distribution $371.96; SEH Inc., Sanitary Sewer Improvement Project Phase 1A engineering fees $2120.92; L&G Inc., August statement including Storm Sewer repair $1003.87; Iowa DNR, Annual NPDES Permit renewal fee $210.00; Community Lumber Supply, storm sewer repair materials $70.24; Shamrock Recycling, August recyclables processing fee $116.64; NEW Cooperative, August fuel $859.75; Vertis, August statement for rugs/mops/uniforms $625.60; NW Comm, August statement $467.64; Spencer Office, August statement for supplies at City Hall $160.64; Foundation Analytical Laboratory, August testing $33.00; Degen Extinguisher & Repair, annual (all) fire extinguisher inspections $174.45; Treasurer, State of Iowa, Water Excise Tax (June 2022) $756.98; Dakota Supply Group, August statements for Natural Gas, Water and Storm Sewer distribution repairs $6763.09; and City of Whittemore August utilities $4274.32.  Upon review of the bills, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve the claims listed along with any other regular claims received between the meeting and the 10th of the month.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for a Builder’s Permit were submitted for Council consideration:  

Tom Illg:  206 – 210 Street.  Replace eight (8) upstairs windows with units of same size in house at 206 – 210 Street.


Jim Schmitt Rental:  602 Seventh Street.  Reshingle roof and replace siding on house with new; repair north side foundation of house. 


Servando Santillan:  602 Seventh Street.  Install an egress window on north side of house; replace a portion of the south side house foundation; install tile around the entire house structure.


Stuart Simonson:  517 Second Street.  Tear out and replace the sidewalks and steps on the west side of house.  Tear out and replace the sidewalk from the garage to the house and add a 15x15 concrete patio.  Tear out the concrete approach to the garage and replace with new concrete to the alley.  To put back on the combination windows to the front porch.  To  put back on the gutter and downspouts that have come off the house roof and garage.  To replace the two basement windows to the house.


Stuart Simonson:  502 Seventh Street.  Tear out portion of driveway to garage and garage floor and replace with new concrete.


Karla Walker:  110 Palo Alto Street.  Replace sidewalk on property.


Rod Johnson:  510 Second Street.  Construct a (chain link with wooden frame).  50’x50’ 4’ tall fence on south half of yard at 510 Second Street.
Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve the applications as submitted.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

One application for a Demolition Permit was submitted:

NEW Co-Operative:  502 Railroad Street.  To remove (by burning), wood grain elevator/southeast corner of property; old wood feed shed.

This demolition work request was completed on August 21; motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to approve.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Council held a brief discussion regarding electric service as it relates to solar power.  As the employees continue to gather information regarding the subject, no action was taken at this time; the Council tabled the matter until the October regular meeting.

Supt. Zinnel reported nothing new as far as the sanitary sewer improvement project, phase 1A is concerned.  Having talked with the engineer, Clerk Farrell stated we are all just waiting for the engineer’s review of the latest work by Visu-Sewer, along with submission of final pay requests from them to close out this portion of the overall improvement plan.

Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to approve the electronic renewal application for a Class B Native Wine Permit (WBN) by J&J Custom Meats, LLC., doing business as “J&J Custom Meats”, for the property at 706 Broad Street in Whittemore. Upon unanimous vote, motion carried and the Clerk was instructed to submit Local Authority “approval” of the application.

Upon motions by Schneider and Walker, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the renewal applications for a Class C Liquor License and a Sunday Sales Privilege by Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion for the property at 601 Broad Street were approved.  Current licenses are set to expire on November 11, 2024.

Due to a death and another’s moving out-of-town, two positions are open on the Planning & Zoning Commission. Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to appoint Nate Fell and McCain Jennings to the P&Z to fill the unexpired terms left vacant upon the passing of Steve Kollasch and the moving away from Whittemore by Brittani Struecker.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.  Both appointees will serve until April 2, 2027.

Upon motions by Johnson and Walker, and a unanimous vote of officials present, Nancy Johnson was appointed to a three-year term to serve as North Iowa Regional Housing Authority Commissioner for the City of Whittemore.
The date, time and place of the next regular Council meeting were set for Monday, October 7, 2024, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.

The upcoming Community Events for “September, 2024” were reviewed.

There were no City Committee Reports to be heard.

Councilman Johnson noted the resident at 210 Broad Street will be re-doing the approach concrete at the curb of the property when he pours the cement for the driveway to his new building.

Councilman Schneider brought forward the idea of possibly replacing with new, the swing(s) at Noah’s Park playground.  Office staff to research different types and costs of swings and also apply for grant funding from available programs.

Supt. Zinnel talked about addressing the issues of natural gas meter settings in City Code as there is no mention of it at this time, and new regulations are going to be put into place directing the City on such matters.

City officials and staff briefly discussed the anniversary party hosted by residents living at 92 Palo Alto Street on August 17, 2024, and the problems and complaints that resulted from the event.  No “Street Closure Permit Application” was submitted by party hosts, and municipal personnel were unaware of the planned celebration that ended up with a hired-band blocking the east end of Palo Alto Street;  the noise factor was a nuisance to neighbors, and Mayor Elbert worked with Kossuth County Law Enforcement officers to get the music shut down by 11:00 p.m.   Clerk Farrell reported she has been in contact with Chris Diggins of NIACOG to look into revising and updating the “Nuisances” portion of the Whittemore City Code; no further action was taken at this time.
The upcoming meeting schedule was reviewed.  

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the September 4, 2024 Regular meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.



/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

