MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, July 1, 2024 – 6:30 p.m.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert on Monday, July 1, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street. Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Walker, and Lancaster.   Members absent:  Johnson.  Others in attendance:  James Zinnel.

At 6:30 p.m. a PUBLIC HEARING Concerning the Proposal of the City of Whittemore Granting the East Half (E1/2) of Parcel No. 21-07-229-016 to Jake Galligan of Whittemore for Purposes Concerning the Operation of his Construction Business was declared open by Mayor Elbert.  Notice of said hearing was drawn up by the City Attorney’s office and per State law, information pertaining to such was published in the  June 13 and the June 20, 2024 editions of the West Bend Journal.  
As there were no citizens present to be heard for or against the proposal to grant the east half (E1/2) of Parcel No. 21-07-229-016 to Jake Galligan of Whittemore for purposes concerning the operation of his construction business, Mayor Elbert closed said hearing at 6:35 p.m. and Resolution No. 2024-20 was introduced; a Resolution Authorizing Conveyance of Real Estate and Approving First Option to Buy Real Estate for the purpose granting property at 710 Broad Street to Jake Galligan of Whittemore.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to approve Resolution No. 2024-20; a Resolution Authorizing Conveyance of Real Estate and Approving First Option to Buy Real Estate.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2024-20 duly adopted.  Clerk to file with City Attorney’s Office, McMahon, Stowater, Lynch & Laddusaw, any necessary information to complete the transfer process.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the June 3, 2024 regular meeting were approved as published in the June 13, 2024 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for June, 2024 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $115,720.24; Electric $40758.49; Gas $-11165.12; Water $12909.52; Sewer Rental $50844.47; Solid Waste $5651.33; Payroll $38732.80; Equipment $17133.58; Special Account $560.61; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $1.99; Road Use Tax $7593.35; Customer Deposit $425.00; Debt Service $22.49; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1.32; Library Regular $76520.68; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $0.83; and Swimming Pool Savings $0.69.  Total June, 2024 Receipts: $355,712.27.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $158,956.21; Electric $66619.06; Gas $89985.26 and PEFA Natural Gas $21.66; Water $22605.78; Sewer Rental $186,531.62; Solid Waste $11947.64; Payroll $39875.87; Equipment $17133.58; Special Account $825.89; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $6000.00; Library Regular $14520.26; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings $none  Total June, 2024 Disbursements $615,022.83.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to accept the June, 2024 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports along with Resolution No. 2024-21; a Resolution Approving the June 2024 Regular Monthly Transfers totaling $305,906.38.  Roll was called; vote was all AYES; motion carried, and Resolution No. 2024-21 duly adopted. 

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corporation, natural gas purchased, reservation charges and monthly service fee (total) $7780.36; PEFA, natural gas purchased $21.66; Total (all) employee wages $24002.97; Mayor & Council Members, 2nd quarter meetings attended (total) $853.61; Iowa Finance Authority, Sewer SRF loan payment $24722.91; Card Services, Pool equipment/lifeguard suits, Memorial Day weekend $1768.67; Great Lakes Concrete, cement $571.00; Shamrock Recycling, May recyclables processing fees $116.64; Treasurer, State of Iowa, May Sales, LOST & Use taxes $1093.95; Treasurer, State of Iowa, May WET $649.40; Whittemore Public Library, FY2024 transfers $68981.99; Liberty National, insurance $242.92; Advantage Administrators, May cafeteria plan withholdings $180.00; Wells Fargo Equipment, Library copy machine leasing $107.82; Center Point Large Print, books $93.48; Baker & Taylor, books $389.32; Ranger Rick Magazine, subscription renewal $15.00; North Iowa Libraries, annual Beacon support fee $1026.94; Sandy Long, reimbursement $21.97; Counsel Office Supply, City Hall copy machine leasing $31.78; Presto-X, monthly pest control $113.11; Carrico Aquatics, pool parts and chemicals $1977.79; Iowa League of Cities, FY25 dues $580.00; Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., contribution to County-Wide Breakfast $750.00; Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office, FY2025 Law Enforcement Contract $2000.00; Blacktop Service Co., FY2025 street paving/patches $38113.00; and Emagine, permanently adding FY25 property tax levy statement to website $25.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $36797.64; DGR Engineering, FY2025 rate study $2439.00; Big Soo, bult salt at Water Plant $5653.84; Van-Hof Trucking, freight for bulk salt $603.16; CJ Cooper, random drug testings (2) $100.00; SEH Engineering, Sanitary Sewer Improvement Project engineering fees $4006.14; Central Iowa Televising, FY2025 maintenance contract $5432.08; Quality Pump Control, repairs at Sewer Plant $1290.00; Shamrock Recycling, June recyclables processing fees $116.64; Retrofit Environmental, electronic waste disposal fees $346.00; Tom Eischen Sales, mower blades $68.97; Vestis, June rugs/mops/uniforms $509.23; Northwest Communications, June services $474.19; L&G Inc., June services $2015.00; Foundation Analytical, June services $365.50; City of Whittemore, June utilities $3173.64; Bomgaars, June statement $175.96; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, FY2025 membership dues $3786.00; Supplies ‘N More, replacement flags for downtown business district poles and business forms $575.00; Spencer Office Supplies, copy paper $48.90; Border States, June statement $420.86; West Bend Journal, June publications $776.66; and City of Whittemore, June petty cash expenses $282.00. Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to approve the above-listed claims, along with any other regular bills received between this meeting and the 10th of July.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were considered:
Kobe Friday:  501 Clay Street.  Repair/restore foundation of house (south side only) at 501 Clay Street.


Stuart Simonson:  517 Seventh Street.  Apply gutters to north and south sides of garage; replace five (5) basement windows with vinyl units; replace sidewalk at southeast corner of house.


Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion:  601 Broad Street.  Replace old asphalt shingles and add new steel shingles to roof of Legion Hall only.


Stuart Simonson:  502 Seventh Street.  Replace (house) storm door and Reshingle roof of house at 502 Seventh Street.


Mike Elbert:  504 Fourth Street.  Replace all windows in house with units of the same size.

Upon motions by Walker and Lancaster, and by unanimous vote of those present, the Council approved the applications for Builder’s Permits as they were submitted.

There were no applications for employment.
Upon motions by Schneider and Lancaster, and by unanimous vote of those present, the Council approved an application for Display of Fireworks at 209 Fourth Street on July 4, 2024 as submitted by Dale Zimmerman and Dru Zimmerman of 209 and 206 Fourth Street, Whittemore.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects ordered.

Supt. Zinnel reported progress is again being made by Visu-Sewer, Inc. with regard to the sanitary sewer project and that approximately 50% of the grouting has been accomplished.  Three sections of sewer still need to be lined as they haven’t been able to complete the process due to excess (heavy) rain waters running thru the system.  Zinnel also noted the County Drain No. 40 that runs along Kossuth Street thru town has not yet been camera’d but having had the roto-rooter work done by the company out of Fairmont seems to have relieved backed up water from basements and fields from Seventh Street and west to Highway 15.  All work, problems and costs associated with Drain No. 40 are the responsibility of the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors.
At this time Resolution No. 2024-22 was introduced; a Resolution Approving Policy Permanently Banning the Use of “Timed” Water Softener Units by Customers of Whittemore Municipal Utilities on or Before October 31, 2024 and Offering Effected WMU Patrons a Maximum, One-Time Rebate of $200.00 to be Used Toward Removal Costs of an Active/In-Use Timed Softener or Toward the Purchase of An “On-Demand” Water Softener to Replace Active/In-Use Timed Units, Should There Be the Need To Do So.  Supt. Zinnel explained the City is conducting a Sanitary Sewer System Improvement Project to satisfy Iowa Department of Natural Resources efforts to preserve the integrity of wastewater systems in the State, and this action is being taken by the City of Whittemore in an effort to meet IDNR compliance requirements for chloride reduction in the local sanitary sewer system. 
Resolution No. 2024-22 proposes permanently banning “timed” water softening units from use or installation by customers of Whittemore Municipal Utilities after 10-31-2024.  Should the WMU patron wish to maintain a water softening system in their home or business, it must be an “on-demand” system.  Participants having an active/currently-in-use timed softener who are being required to make the change-out will receive a one-time, maximum $200.00 rebate to be used toward the removal of said timed unit or toward the purchase of an “one-demand” softening system.  After the removal and/or replacement of an active/in-use timed softener has been made, municipal workers will inspect the property for verification of the action.  Original receipt for the work to remove or for the purchase of a new on-demand unit (should there be the need to do so) must be presented to City Hall office staff before a rebate check will be issued to the customer.  Should a designated, active “timed” softener household or business/industry be found to be non-compliant with Resolution No. 2024-22 on or after November 1, 2024, the property owner will automatically forego the maximum, one-time $200.00 rebate and will also be subject to a fine imposed by City Council.
There being no citizens present to be heard for or against the proposal as presented, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve Resolution No. 2024-22; a Resolution Approving Policy Permanently Banning the Use of “Timed” Water Softener Units by Customers of Whittemore Municipal Utilities on or Before October 31, 2024 and Offering Effected WMU Patrons a Maximum, One-Time Rebate of $200.00 to be Used Toward Removal Costs of an Active/In-Use “Timed” Softener or Toward the Purchase of An “On-Demand” Water Softener to Replace Active/In-Use Timed Units, Should There Be the Need To Do So.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2024-22 duly adopted.
Resolution No. 2024-23 was then introduced; a Resolution Accepting Agreed Upon Procedures by T. P. Anderson & Company for FY2024 Annual Examination.  This resolution accepts the agreed upon procedures, the same as last year plus any newly implemented conditions of the law.  Total, all-inclusive maximum fees for the City of Whittemore, including out-of-pocket expenses, shall not exceed $5,250 for fiscal year ended 6-30-24.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to accept Resolution No. 2024-23. Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The date, time and place of the next Regular meeting of the Council was set for Monday, August 5, 2024 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street in Whittemore.
The upcoming community events for July, 2024 were noted.

There were no “City Committee” reports.

The City Clerk presented a “Final Analysis” report to the Council regarding the Emerald Ash Borer program conducted in Whittemore during the period September, 2023 thru May, 2024.  A total of 121 ash trees located in the city “parking” were cut down for a total cost of $88,676.  It was noted property owners are responsible for the cost of replacing trees, should it be their desire to do so.  NO evergreen or fruit-bearing trees are allowed to be planted in the parking.  Also, it is required by law that property owners, renters or businesses must contact Iowa One Call at “8-1-1” a minimum of 48 hours prior to digging for ANY purpose, including tree planting.
Council reviewed a letter from North Iowa Regional Housing Authority requesting the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors appoint a county representative on the NIRHA to replace the late Roger Batt who served in the position for many years.  His seat has remained vacant since his death in 2023.  If the appointment is not made within 45 days of the correspondence dated June 3, 2024, the 28E Agreement between the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors and the North Iowa Regional Housing Authority (including the invested communities within the county) is at risk of being terminated and “rental” property owners in the area would be in danger of losing HUD funding assistance for families using the government program for rent assistance. No action was taken by the Whittemore City Council as the responsibility of such an appointment lies with the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors.  
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the Monday, July 1, 2024 regular meeting of the Whittemore City Council adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

