MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, May 6, 2024– 6:30 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited at the start of the meeting.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, May 6, 2024 in the Chambers of City Hall.  In attendance were Council members Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider, Karla Walker and Becky Lancaster.  Absent:  Rod Johnson.  Supt James Zinnel and Deputy Clerk Andrea Thompson were also in attendance.

No citizens were present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the proceedings.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the April 1, 2024 6:30 pm Special Council Meeting and the April 1, 2024 6:50 pm Regular Council Meeting were approved as published in the April 11, 2024 edition of the West Bend Journal.  Also standing approved as published were the minutes of the April 22, 2024 Special Council Meeting as published in the May 2, 2024 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for April, 2024  were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $83946.53; Electric $50963.02; Gas $34007.10; Water $12483.09; Sewer Rental $74196.81; Solid Waste $4855.21; Payroll $23706.20; Equipment $3779.80; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $351.81; Road Use Tax $5446.80; Customer Deposit $1440.00; Debt Service $1176.73; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1.19; Library Regular $7867.19; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $0.78; and Swimming Pool Savings $0.63. Total Receipts for April, 2024: $304,280.21.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $66175.81; Electric $36339.50; Natural Gas $21773.79 and PEFA Natural Gas $1533.70; Water $11431.20; Sewer Rental $13268.52; Solid Waste $3703.56; Payroll $22772.32; Equipment $3779.80; Special Account $205.77; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Regular $6823.36; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings $none.  Total Disbursements for April, 2024:  $187,807.33.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to accept the April, 2024 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2024-10: a Resolution Approving the April, 2024 Regular Monthly Transfers totaling $127,967.13.  Roll was called; vote was all AYES; motion carried. 
The following claims were presented for payment:

Total (all) employee wages $13127.75; Clayton Energy Corporation, reservation charges, March service fee, and natural gas purchased $16816.72; PEFA natural gas purchased $1533.70; AZZ Broadcasting, advertising for Lifeguards and Library Director $160.00; Card Services, March charges at Library and Little League $462.76; Visual Edge IT, March services $48.90; Farmers State Bank, bank patrons processing charges $10.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, March sales/LOST/use taxes $1125.20; Treasurer, State of Iowa, March water excise taxes $657.19; Advantage Administrators, April cafeteria plan withholding $180.00; Dearborn Life Insurance, quarterly insurance $395.85;   Wells Fargo Equipment, Library copy machine leasing $104.44; Center Point Large Print, books $93.48; Baker & Taylor, books $383.08; Sandy Long, meeting expense/mileage reimbursement $123.20; Demco, supplies $81.98; The Pioneer Woman, subscription renewal $29.97; Consumer Reports, subscription renewal $30.00; Popular Mechanics, subscription renewal $16.02; Counsel Office, City Hall copier leasing $31.78; Presto-X, pest control $113.11; Carrico Aquatics, Pool chemicals $8969.80; D&J Tree Service, Emerald Ash Borer tree/stump removal $5246.00; Schmitt Hardware, City Hall lighting repair $287.50; and Card Services, April charges (Little League $591.94; Pool registration $35.00) total $626.94. 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $27034.65; DGR Engineering, electric rate study $406.50; UMB Bank, electric project loan notes payment $105,590.00; Hawkins, water plant chemicals $760.55; Dakota Sales Group, water plant repair $4107.17; Owen Nelson, refund of gas budget credit after final bill $319.67; SEH Engineering, Sanitary Sewer Plant project engineering fees $4872.00; Community Lumber, roto-root at Light Plant $190.00; Visu-Sewer, Sanitary Sewer project Pay Request #4 $28832.26; Visu-Sewer, Sanitary Sewer project Pay Request #5 $63002.10; City of Spencer, April landfill fees $1033.09; Shamrock Recycling, April processing fee $116.64;  NEW Cooperative, April fuel charges $1101.10; Tom Eischen Sales, mower repair $73.06; Kemna Auto, 2021 pickup service $208.77; Farm & Home Services, add 2024 pickup coverage $2512.95; Northwest Communications, April services $357.83; Aramark Uniforms, April services $500.48; Spencer Office, April supplies $98.43; IAMU, quarterly safety classes $408.00; West Bend Journal, April publications $433.41; Iowa Finance Authority, Water Plant loan payments $34991.25; Iowa One Call, locates $22.50; Foundation Analytical, water testing fees $446.75; Andrea Thompson, mileage reimbursement $112.00; City of Whittemore, utilities $3651.04; and City of Whittemore, April petty cash expenses $296.08.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the claims as listed along with any other regular bills to be paid prior to May 10, 2024.  Motion carried.

The following Building Permit Applications were submitted:


Mark Bato:  606 Seventh Street.  Expand existing basement window to egress; apply new shingles to roof of house; new front door.  


James Zinnel:  210 Fourth Street.  Construct a covered porch on east side of house, adding 8’ to side of home (toward street).  Also, apply vinyl siding to entire home including metal soffit, facia and gutters.


Travis & Megan Stone:  613 Kossuth Street.  Removal of old patio and replacement with new concrete.


Donald Dunn:  721 Third Street.  Install 12x6 storm shelter, four to six feet off the south side of house, buried 3.5’ underground with 3’ above ground.  Shrubs will be planted around the shelter.

Bill & Holly Simonson:  506 Third Street.  Build approximately 12’x16’ covered pergola over concrete patio on southwest corner of house/garage.

Supt. Zinnel reported all applications meet building code standards.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve as presented.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications were made for employment with the City of Whittemore:


Name/Address



Position


Addison Fehr-Opheim, Emmetsburg
(Returning) Lifeguard at Pool


Carson Torreson, Whittemore

Anything


Carter McGregor, Algona


(New) Lifeguard at Pool

Rylan Kampen, West Bend
(New) Lifeguard at Pool 
The applications were reviewed and placed on file for future reference.
The delinquent account list was noted and disconnects were ordered.
Council was presented with an email correspondence from Rustin Lingbeek, engineer for the Sanitary Sewer System Improvement Project, Phase 1A, currently underway throughout the community.  He noted, “the contractor (Visu-Sewer) has been working on installing liners the last couple of weeks and should finish them next week.  They then plan to complete the lateral grouting process.  The project was to be substantially completed by April 30, 2024 with final completion by May 31, 2024, but is not.  At this time I see no immediate reason to charge liquidated damages to them as they are working toward completion, but this is a council decision; I will follow their desires.”  Upon further discussion, the Whittemore Council has no problem “not fining them” as long as they are properly and completely finished when they leave.  Supt. Zinnel reported Visu-Sewer cannot work right now because of high (rain) water in the tiles.
Supt. Zinnel also spoke regarding the latest water chloride testing; results are still high and Rustin Lingbeek is suggesting the Council consider a water softener exchange program be developed by the City to reimburse a portion of the cost to customers who will be asked to replace their timed-regenerated softeners for newer, on-demand systems.  No action was taken at this time; staff and engineer were asked to continue their research in order to find a solution to the problem.
Resolution No. 2024-11 was then introduced; a Resolution Approving Partial Payment Certificate No. 4 to Visu-Sewer, Inc. in the amount of $28,832.26 for Contract Work Completed as of March 30, 2024.  SEH Engineering has verified that Visu-Sewer has completed to the best of their knowledge the work identified in their submitted worksheet, which is included in the Partial Payment Certificate No. 4 request.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve Resolution No. 2024-11,  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2024-11 duly  adopted.
Resolution No. 2024-12 followed; a Resolution Approving Partial Payment Certificate No. 5 to Visu-Sewer, Inc. in the amount of $63,002.10 for Contract Work Completed as of April 27, 2024.  SEH Engineering has verified that Visu-Sewer has completed to the best of their knowledge the work identified in their submitted worksheet, which is included in the Partial Payment Certificate No. 5 request.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve Resolution No. 2024-12.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2024-12 duly  adopted.

Supt. Zinnel reported on County Drainage Tile No. 40 and the problems of homes with flooded basements on Seventh Street and water standing in fields west of the community all the way out to Highway 15.  There seems to be some sort of blockage in the tile on Kossuth Street, between the Sixth and Seventh Streets intersection.  Carter Nath, Board of Supervisor representative for Whittemore, has been to town a couple of times and as of tonight’s Council meeting, we await a decision by the Board of Supervisors to be made during their weekly meeting on Tuesday, May 7. It is the Supervisor’s responsibility to make repairs; the City will follow their directives in hopes of gaining relief from the flooding going on as a result of heavy rains in the area the last several days.
Upon motions by Walker and Schneider and by unanimous vote of the Council, the annual renewal application for a Class “B” Beer Permit and Sunday Sales Privilege by Whittemore Cenex was approved. Current license is set to expire on July 6, 2024.
The Clerk reported there will be a need to amend the current FY2024 Budget for the City of Whittemore.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to set a Public Hearing for Amending the FY2024 Budget for Monday, June 3, 2024, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  Vote was all ayes; motion carried.  The date of the next regular Council meeting was then set to coincide with the date, time and place set for the Budget Amending Public Hearing.
The Whittemore “May 2024” Calendar of Events was reviewed; a full schedule is in place for Memorial Day weekend and Whittemore Fun Days!  Please note the “Carnival” will be in town this year on Sunday, May 26 and Monday, May 27.

Councilperson Walker reported the Board of Trustees will be interviewing two individuals who have submitted resumes and applications for replacement of Sandy Long, soon-to-be-retiring Library Director.
Municipal workers were asked to replace the deteriorating exterior door of the former Devine Office on the south end of the City Hall building.  Councilman Simonson to donate one he has in inventory.
Supt. Zinnel reported it is a busy time for City employees who are working to clean up and prep the Swimming Pool for opening day on June 1 along with all the extra work required to get ready for Memorial Day weekend.  

The Clerk reported a resident has been fined for issues involving the party’s dogs being allowed to run off the leash and for creating messes in the neighbor’s yards.  As the party has not paid any attention to the warning letter and first fine amount, another complaint has been filed and the Clerk was instructed to proceed with a second fine to the resident.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

An application for employment from a party that wishes to withhold their name from publication was reviewed.  Due to budget constraints, the unstable economy, and poor timing, the Council regretfully declined extending an opportunity for employment with the City of Whittemore.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the May 6, 2024 Regular meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
