MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, April 3, 2023 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, April 3, 2023 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.   Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Ron and Kim Kollasch, Matt Muller, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel..

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

At 6:30 p.m. Mayor Elbert opened the PUBLIC HEARING on the proposed 2023-2024 Fiscal Year budget.

Ron and Kim Kollasch, owners of the property at 400 Broad Street, were present to discuss “Time Square” and the condition of the landscaped area.  The Kollaschs are caretakers of Time Square and expressed concern with the shifting of the sculptured block and plants that have needed replacing over the 20 years the area has been maintained.  Two arches have also been taken down due to aging and rotting.  Supt. Zinnel has been in contact with BBB Landscaping and they will be inspecting the area in the near future.  It was decided to secure the block and start over with new plants.  As the clock is in need of repair, it has been turned off until such a time that the task can be completed, if at all possible. 
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the March 6, 2023 Regular Council Meeting and the March 20, 2023 Special Council Meeting were approved as published in the March 16, 2023 and March 30, 2023 editions of the West Bend Journal.
Matt Muller of Farm & Home Insurance was in attendance to review the 2023-2024 Business Insurance package for the City of Whittemore.  Matt reported that EMC has bumped up values on everything and the increase in replacement costs has helped escalated the total premium renewal to approximately $101,000.  In an attempt to lower renewal costs, the Council asked Mr. Muller to increase vehicle deductibles and reduce replacement costs where allowable.  Overall blanket coverage has increased to $10.9 million.  The Mayor and Council thanked Matt Muller for attending the meeting.

Mayor Elbert closed the Public Hearing on the proposed 2023-2024 Fiscal Year budget at 6:45 p.m.  As there were no citizens present to be heard for or against the budget estimates as published in the March 23, 2023 edition of the West Bend Journal, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to approve Resolution No. 2023-10, a Resolution adopting the FY 2023-2024 budget, as proposed, in the amount of $3,218,250 “Total Revenues and Other Sources” and $2,878,200 “Total Expenditures and Transfers Out”, with an estimated total tax levy per $1,000 valuation on regular property at $14.89665 and an estimated tax levy per $1,000 valuation on agricultural land at $3.00375.  Roll was called and the vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2023-10 and the FY2024 city budget duly adopted.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month March, 2023 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $18,354.77; Electric $63244.55; Natural Gas $65809.31; Water $13955.65; Sewer Rental $4012.48; Solid Waste $5150.34; Payroll $26482.58; Equipment $1234.89; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $201.41; Road Use Tax $5216.67; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $14.98; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $3.67; Library Regular $27.25; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings Account $0.63; American Rescue Plan Resources $8.20; and Swimming Pool Savings $0.59.  Total Receipts for March, 2023: $203,775.29.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month: General $20909.55; Electric $41647.75; Natural Gas $44813.29; Natural Gas “PEFA” $10932.05; Water $7046.65; Sewer Rental $7066.98; Solid Waste $4082.01; Payroll $28623.29; Equipment $1234.89; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Regular $15198.06; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; American Rescue Plan Resource $none; and Swimming Pool Savings Account $none.   Total Disbursement for March, 2023:  $181,611.84.  After review and questions addressed regarding disbursements, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to accept the March, 2023 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2023-11; a Resolution Approving the March, 2023 Regular Monthly Transfers totaling $48,126.19 as presented. Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas reservations charges, March service fee, and natural gas purchased totaling $40425.49; PEFA Inc., natural gas purchased $10932.05; Total (all) employee wages $14174.47; SEH Engineering, services for Wastewater project $3301.30; IMFOA, ClerkNet annual dues $50.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, Water Excise Taxes $630.87; Treasurer, State of Iowa, Sales, LOST and Use Taxes $1446.11; Advantage Administrator, March cafeteria plan withholding $225.00 and Annual Administrative Fee $216.00; Baker & Taylor, books $601.47; Center Point Large Print, books $93.48; Guideposts, book $20.94; Wells Fargo Financing, copier leasing (Library) $101.42; The Library Store, laminating supplies $61.43; Sandy Long, expenses reimbursement $144.29; Country Living, subscription renewal $15.97; Iowa Small Library Association, Spring (Zoom) Meeting registration $5.00; Illinois Library Association, Summer Reading Program supplies $66.58; Counsel Office & Document, copier leasing (City Hall) $31.78; Creative Stitches, 2023 Little League t-shirts $1116.00; Melanie Elbert, refund of 2023 Little League registration fee $25.00; and Kaitlin Fell, refund of 2023 Little League registration fee $25.00. 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $39117.89; D.A. Davidson, filing of Annual Disclosure Report $1,000.00; Foundation Analytical Laboratory, water testing fee $16.50; Knipp Plumbing, annual water meter calibration $250.00; Dakota Supply Group, water preventer backflow assembly $2005.27; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $113.24; Northern Municipal Distributors Group, annual (Natural Gas) assessment $1088.37; L&G Inc., March services $491.70; Visual Edge IT, office expenses $85.84; Aramark Uniform Services, March rugs, mops and uniforms $462.91; Northwest Communications, March services $490.39; Presto-X, pest control $142.83; Spencer Office Supplies, March supplies $77.89; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, Electric, Natural Gas and Water membership dues $4094.00; City of Whittemore, utilities $6735.88; and City of Whittemore, March petty cash expenses $45.59.  Mayor and Council members to personally pay for the funeral plant sent to the Marv Johnson Family. Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any other routine bills that are presented by April 10.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

Three applications for Builder’s Permits were presented for Council review:

Andy Struecker  210 Fifth Street..  Construct a 30x70 building (pictures and blueprint attached).


Donald Dunn  721 Third Street.  Fence: 5 ft high aluminum, position as shown on sketch.  Shed: 12x32 with urethane siding and metal roof.


Chris & Heather Botto:  211 Fifth Street.  19x14x12 (with 3 ft gate) welded wire fence with 2x4 and 4x4 wooden posts and 2x8 wooden topping.  To be constructed on the south side of the home at 211 Fifth Street.

Supt. Zinnel reported having checked each application and dimensions, etc. prior to tonight’s meeting and he has found all applications to be in compliance with the City’s Building Code.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to approve each application as presented, including fencing materials at 211 Fifth Street.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following Applications for Employment at the 2023 Swimming Pool season were reviewed:


Name/Address


Position



  

Gracie Grandgenett, Whittemore
(New) Lifeguard


  


Kylee Thilges, West Bend

(New) Lifeguard/Manager

 


Avah Murphy, Whittemore
(Returning) Lifeguard

 


Grayden Forsythe, Whittemore
(New) Lifeguard


  


Ella Nelson, Whittemore

(Returning) Manager/Lifeguard
  






    or the month of June only

Addison Fehr, Emmetsburg
(New) Lifeguard


 


Aurora Peters, Whittemore
Returning Manager/Lifeguard/WSI
  

Ashton Peters, Whittemore
(Returning) Lifeguard



Two additional individuals have expressed interest in serving the Whittemore Swimming Pool as lifeguards this summer, but we have yet to receive their applications for employment.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Council discussed and reviewed a Street Closing Permit Application by Friends of the Whittemore Betterment Committee (Melanie Elbert, Contact) for “Sunday Funday” events (kid’s activities, bag tournament, meal and Street Dance) on May 28, 2023, including a new attraction this year, the “Whittemore Car, Truck, Bike & Tractor Show”.  Street closure time frame for the day’s activities will be 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 a.m..  The group requests closing off the 400 & 500 Blocks of Sixth Street and the 500 & 600 Blocks of Broad Street for the duration of the day’s events..  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to approve the Street Closing Permit Application.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Street Repairs were then discussed.  The new budget will allow the City to spend up to $100,000 for street repairs during the period July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024.   Projects earmarked for the summer/fall of 2023 are First Street from Palo Alto to Kossuth to Second; Fourth Street south of railroad tracks to where repairs ended last year; and numerous patch jobs.  Council also plans on repairs being accomplished to the stub street south of the new storage units at 210 Fifth Street once the building is completely finished.
The Mayor and Council, along with staff and citizens of the community appreciate the generous response from area teenagers and young adults in applying for the positions of lifeguards and manager(s) at the Whittemore Swimming Pool for the 2023 season.  It is felt at this time that the Pool will be able to open in early June, but patrons should know up front that there could be interruptions of daily service and/or closing of the boards etc if/when we experience a shortage of lifeguarding staff.  As determined at the March 6, 2023 regular meeting, the Season Ticket Prices will remain at:


Family (an established household)

$110.00 (includes taxes)



Single/Individual



$  75.00 (includes taxes)



10-Punch Pass



$  40.00 (includes taxes)



Daily Admission (good all day)

$    4.00 (includes taxes) per person
Per motions by Johnson and Simonson, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the following wages were set for Summer 2023 Swimming Pool employees:



Returning Lifeguards


$12.50 per hour



New Lifeguards 



$12.00 per hour (set by Council 3-6-2023)



Manager




$15.00 per hour

No daily OPEN hours were set for the 2023 season at this time.  Staff availability and weather conditions will play key roles in daily schedules.

Supt. Zinnel gave an update to progress being made regarding IDNR mandates for Whittemore Municipal Utilities Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sanitary Sewer System.  Attorney Don Hemphill has sent a letter to Balchem Plant Manager Jeremiah Love regarding plant effluent; the letter states the City of Whittemore has set a deadline of Friday, June 2, 2023 for the completion of a previously proposed “Treatment Agreement” and the establishment of a regular procedure for reliable sampling and testing.  Financial penalties will also be imposed for violations after June 2.  

For the IDNR mandated Sanitary Sewer System improvements project, Michael Maloney of D. A. Davidson in Des Moines has put together the required Sewer Pro Forma that the City of Whittemore needs to submit with the State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan application.  Mr. Maloney has also calculated the revenue required to cover operating expenses associated with the project.  Currently, sewer rate is 100% of the water charge and based on 260 customers in the Whittemore system, Mr. Maloney suggests the new sewer rates be set by Ordinance in May, 2023 as follows:

Base Charge/Minimum Bill:
$30.00 per month (fixed monthly rate)


Usage Charge:  


$2.50/1,000 gal for all (water) usage. 

The result is that the typical monthly residential sewer bill (assuming 3,000 gallons water used) would be an increase of $35.00 per month (first 1,000 gallons included in the base charge of $30.00 plus 2 @ $2.50 = $5.00 for the remaining 2,000 gallons).  Mr. Maloney also noted that his investment managing firm is seeing $70/$80+ monthly water/sewer bills (each) in other communities after completing such projects.  
After further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to follow the recommendation of Michael Maloney and increase the monthly sewer fee as proposed; namely $30.00 per month fixed rate and a user charge of $2.50 per 1,000 gallons of water usage; ordinance to be considered during the next regular Council meeting.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

Due to an unplanned utility problem earlier today, Supt. Zinnel was unable to conduct the semi-annual emergency training of staff and city officials with regard to natural gas during this meeting;  the work-session will take place in May.

At this time Resolution No. 2023-12 was introduced; a Resolution to Authorize the Transfer of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds for use in the Sanitary Sewer Improvement Project.  The approximate $71,245.32 account balance will be transferred to the City’s regular checking and apportioned to the proprietary resource known as “Sewer Fund”.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to accept Resolution No. 2023-12, thereby authorizing the transfer of funds.  Roll was called and motion was as follows:  AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2023-12 duly adopted.
Council reviewed an Application for a 5-Day Special Class C Retail Alcohol License by Top of Iowa Lucky Wife, LLC at 423 Broad Street for the period May 26-30, 2023.  Wine slushies will be available for purchase outside Town & Country Hair Fashions Salon on Saturday, May 27, 2023 with endorsement of this application.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the 5-Day Special Class C Retail Alcohol License application by Top of Iowa Lucky Wife (Teri Boland of Swea City).  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There followed the annual discussion concerning abandoned/junked vehicles, unkempt properties and other local nuisances; city staff to compose nuisance letters requesting property owners clean up their yards and remove junked/unlicensed vehicles in a timely manner or face the possibility of fines, should there be a failure to comply with said requests.
Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to re-appoint Councilperson Karla Walker  to serve a one-year term as representative to the Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Per motions by Simonson and Johnson, and by unanimous votes of the Council, the following individuals were re-appointed to serve five (5) year terms on said boards and commissions:


Planning & Zoning Commission:
Reappoint Ricky Chada and Steve Kollasch


Board of Adjustment:

Reappoint Jared Carlson


Zoning Administrator:

James Zinnel

Due to a conflict in schedules, the next regular Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 2, 2023 starting at 6:30 pm. In the Chambers of City Hall.
The April, 2023 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.

There were no City Committee reports.

Councilperson Walker noted the Library Reading Program children will be doing acts of community service this summer.  Councilman Johnson reported Jacob Meyer of Dean Meyer Electric has submitted a bid for replacement of overhead lighting at Noah’s Park; bid estimate is $10,100 for 30 new lights.

Supt. Zinnel stated the street sweeper will be put to use yet this week.  Deputy City Clerk Thompson reported there were not enough players to make a 3rd/4th grade Whittemore Boy’s baseball team this summer but that those who had signed up (in Whittemore) have been picked up by the West Bend and Algona teams.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.  Councilman Johnson will represent the City at the upcoming Kossuth County Community Foundation’s presentation of 2023 awards on April 4 at the Summit Center in Bancroft.  The City of Whittemore will be receiving a $6,000 grant from KCCF for assistance in the updating of “Noah’s Park Overhead Lighting” project.

It was also noted that the annual “Celebration of Community” gathering, sponsored by the Don J. Whittemore Endowment Committee, will be held on Wednesday, April 19, at the American Legion Hall here in Whittemore.  Social Hour starts at 5:00 with a short program at 6:00 p.m. to hand out the 2023 financial awards.  The event is open to the public and everyone is invited to attend.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the April 3, 2023 regular meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
